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SUBJECT: HEIKAL AND BRITISH VIEWS ON EGYPTIAN OPTIONS 

1. ON MAY 28 FCO DEPARTMENT HEAD URWICK PULLED OUT A 
RECENT CABLE FROM CAIRO WHICH HE CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT 
IN ITS INTERPRETATION OF PROBABLE EGYPTIAN INTENTIONS. 

IT BEGAN BY BRITISH AMBASSADOR CITING RECENT CONVERSATION 
WITH HEIKAL IN WHICH HEIKAL SAID SADAT HAS NO FAITH 
IN GENEVA FORUM AS SUCH, BUT IS COUNTING ON USG SENSI- 
TIVITY TO PRODUCE NECESSARY ISRAELI MOVEMENT FOR SETTLE- 
MENT. WHEN ASKED, HEIKAL REPORTEDLY SAID IT WOULD BE 
SURPRISING IF SADAT’S THOUGHTS DID NOT RPT NOT TURN TO 
WAR IN VIEW OF THE OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO HIM. 

2. BRITISH AMBASSADOR THEN EXAMINED MILITARY OPTION 
IN SOME DETAIL, COMING TO THE CONCLUSION THAT IT WOULD 
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BE UNLIKELY, AT LEAST THIS SUMMER. AMONG OTHER REASONS 
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GIVEN FOR THIS TIMETABLE IS SADAT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT 
FORD FOLLOWED BY RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON IN JUNE. 

NEVERTHELESS, BRITISH AMBASSADOR CONCLUDES THAT EGYPT 
WILL WALK TIGHTROPE IN CONTEXT OF CONCILIATION WITH THE 
WEST BUT NOT SO DETERMINED ON A PEACEFUL COURSE THAT IT 
WILL GIVE UP MILITARY OPTION IN LONGER RUN. 

SPIERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 30 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LONDON08182 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 90-081 8 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975056/aaaaaetp.tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <20 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HEIKAL AND BRITISH VIEWS ON EGYPTIAN OPTIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, UK, EG, IS, XF, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



